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A Clever Gift Idea 


The annual One Book, One Community series presents the opportunity for a 
thoughtful gift for the readers on your list: Pair a copy of this year’s selection, the 
bestselling This Is How It Always Is by Laurie Frankel, with a reservation for the 
author event on February 26—something to unwrap, plus a shared experience. 
Visit 1book.org for details and tickets. 


PRAISE FOR THIS IS HOW IT ALWAYS IS 


“Deeply satisfying... 
An intimate family story.” 


—The New York Times Book Review 


“Every once in a while, I read 
a book that opens my eyes in 
a way I never expected.” 


—Reese Witherspoon 





“A beguiling tale of a sprawling, loving, 
ever-changing, unconventional, and yet 
completely typical modern family.” 


—bestselling author Garth Stein 
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For the Armchair Time Traveler 


THE LINCOLN HIGHWAY BY AMOR TOWLES 

In 1954, 18-year-old Emmett is released from juvenile detention camp and 
discovers that two stowaways in the trunk of the warden’s car have hatched 
a different plan for Emmett’s future. 


THE FOREST OF VANISHING STARS BY KRISTIN HARMEL 

Raised in the woods of eastern Europe after being kidnapped, a young German 
woman uses her knowledge of the wilderness to help Jewish refugees escape the 
Nazis—until a secret from her past threatens everything. 


THE SWEETNESS OF WATER BY NATHAN HARRIS 

While grieving their son in Reconstruction-era Georgia, a plantation owner 
and his wife hire two newly freed brothers, setting in motion a string of 
harrowing events. 


THE LOST APOTHECARY BY SARAH PENNER 

Secretly dispensing poisons that liberate women from the men who have wronged 
them, a London apothecary triggers unintended consequences, shaping three 
lives across centuries. 


THE ROSE CODE BY KATE QUINN 

During World War II, three women from different walks of life join the elite 
code-breaking team at Bletchley Park and uncover a spy’s dangerous agenda, 
all as Princess Elizabeth prepares to marry Prince Philip. 


For the Thrill Seeker 


ALL HER LITTLE SECRETS BY WANDA M. MORRIS 
A fast-paced and twisty thriller about a lawyer who gets caught 
in a dangerous conspiracy after the sudden death of her boss. 


PROJECT HAIL MARY BY ANDY WEIR 

The sole survivor on a desperate, last-chance mission to save humanity 
and Earth, Ryland Grace is hurtled into the depths of space to conquer an 
extinction-level threat. 


THE LAST MONA LISA BY JONATHAN SANTLOFER 

A gripping tale of the 1911 theft of the Mona Lisa and the underbelly of the 
present-day art world. This thriller plays on the persistent fascination with 
da Vinci’s enigma and delves into the high-stakes arenas of art and forgery. 


FALLING BY T. J. NEWMAN 
Thirty minutes before a flight to New York, the pilot’s family are kidnapped and, 
in order for them to live, all 143 passengers onboard the plane must die. 


FINLAY DONOVAN IS KILLING IT BY ELLE COSIMANO 

When struggling single mom and suspense novelist Finlay Donovan is mistaken 
for a contract killer, she inadvertently accepts an offer to dispose of a problem 
husband, and discovers that real crime is a lot harder than fiction. 
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For the Hopeless Romantic 


THE MATZAH BALL BY JEAN MELTZER 

Chronically ill Rachel Rubenstein-Goldblatt is secretly a bestselling author 

of Christmas novels. As she writes her first Jewish romance, she looks for 
inspiration at an elegant Hanukkah celebration thrown by her summer camp 
arch-enemy, Jacob Greenberg. 


THE ROAD TRIP BY BETH O’LEARY 

Forced to travel together to a friend’s wedding in Scotland, exes Dylan and Addie 
confront the choices they made that tore them apart—and ask themselves whether 
breaking up was the right decision after all. 


PEOPLE WE MEET ON VACATION BY EMILY HENRY 

Two years after a disastrous vacation together, best friends Alex and Poppy 
try to repair their relationship by planning one more trip, a last-ditch effort 
to find happiness. 


ONE LAST STOP BY CASEY MCQUISTON 

August starts to believe in the impossible when she falls for Jane, a mysterious 
punk rocker on the subway who is displaced in time and is trying to find her way 
back to the 1970s. 


ACT YOUR AGE, EVE BROWN BY TALIA HIBBERT 
When chaotic but sunny Eve sweeps into his life, frosty bed-and-breakfast owner 
Jacob resists his attraction to her. 
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WHEN THE APRICOTS BLOOM 

BY GINA WILKINSON 

In turn-of-the-millennium Iraq, a secretary, 
an artist, and a diplomat’s wife confront the 
complexities of trust, friendship, and mother- 
hood under the rule of a dictator and ruthless 
secret police. 


KLARA AND THE SUN BY KAZUO ISHIGURO 

In this tale told by an unforgettable narrator, an 
Artificial Friend waiting to be adopted by a child, 
Ishiguro portrays our rapidly changing world 
and explores the fundamental question of what it 
means to be loved. 


THE SEED KEEPER BY DIANE WILSON 

In this haunting novel, several generations of 
Dakota women struggle to preserve their way 
of life, making sacrifices to protect what matters 
most to them. 


WE BEGIN AT THE END BY CHRIS WHITAKER 
A guilt-ridden police chief and a tough-as-nails 
13-year-old who is protecting her younger 
brother work together to solve a murder and 
learn to heal from their broken pasts. 


COUNT THE WAYS BY JOYCE MAYNARD 

The story of a couple as their marriage is 
shattered by tragedy and infidelity and how, 
during the decades that follow, they make 
surprising discoveries and decisions that bring 
them together, and tear them apart. 
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For the Curious-Minded 


THE CODE BREAKER BY WALTER ISAACSON 

A gripping account of how the pioneering biochemist Jennifer Doudna, along with 
her colleagues and rivals, launched a revolutionary gene-editing technology that 
will allow us to cure diseases, fend off viruses, and even enhance our children. 


THE LIGHT OF DAYS BY JUDY BATALION 
A compelling account of the Jewish-Polish women who resisted the Nazis, risking 
their lives as fighters, intelligence agents, and saboteurs. 


THE THIRD POLE BY MARK SYNNOTT 

Veteran climber Synnott never planned to summit Everest, but a hundred-year 
mystery lured him into an expedition, unfolding an awesome history of passionate 
adventure, chilling tragedy, and human aspiration. 


FACING THE MOUNTAIN BY DANIEL JAMES BROWN 

The author of The Boys in the Boat chronicles the special Japanese-American Army 
unit that overcame brutal odds in Europe during World War II. Based on extensive 
interviews with the families as well as deep archival research. 


TRAVELS WITH GEORGE BY NATHANIEL PHILBRICK 

Retracing George Washington’s presidential journey through the thirteen former 
colonies, Philbrick paints a picture of America in the 18th century, as divided and 
fraught as it is today. 
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For the Doer 


WHAT?’S THE DIFFERENCE? BY BRETTE WARSHAW 

This irreverent, informative work covers more than 100 culinary topics, clearing 
up commonly confused terms and ingredients. An entertaining read for any home 
cook or chef. 


THE COMIC BOOK GUIDE TO GROWING FOOD 

BY JOSEPH TYCHONIEVICH AND LIZ ANNA KOZIK 

Taking the form of a graphic novel, this guide walks beginners through planning, 
planting, tending, and harvesting a vegetable garden. Includes cheat sheets of key 
facts and techniques. 


NADIYA BAKES BY NADIYA HUSSAIN 

A winner of the The Great British Baking Show and host of two Netflix series, 
Hussain shares more than 100 simple and achievable recipes suitable for 
beginning and experienced bakers alike. 


THE BACKYARD BIRDWATCHER’S BIBLE 

BY PAUL STERRY, SONYA PATEL ELLIS, ET AL. 

An informative and eye-catching book for bird enthusiasts. Includes practical 
tips on identifying, attracting, and caring for backyard birds, as well as crafting 
birdhouses and bird-friendly gardens. 


ROAD TRIP USA BY JAMIE JENSEN (2021 EDITION BY MOON TRAVEL) 

The 25th anniversary edition of the ultimate guide to the classic road trip includes 
11 routes through the heart of America, mile-by-mile highlights, more than 125 
driving maps, and expert advice for your trip. 


For Teens 


LAST NIGHT AT THE TELEGRAPH CLUB BY MALINDA LO 

When Lily realizes she has feelings for a girl in her class, it threatens everything, 
from her friendships to her father’s citizenship status. She must decide if owning 
her truth is worth the cost. 


THE GILDED ONES BY NAMINA FORNA 
In this fantasy inspired by West African culture, an intuitive girl from a small 
village is invited to join the emperor’s army of near-immortal women warriors. 


ACE OF SPADES BY FARIDAH ABIKE-IYIMIDE 

Two students at the Niveus Private Academy are selected to be senior class 
prefects but their success is threatened when anonymous text messages reveal 
secrets about them. 


FIREKEEPER’S DAUGHTER BY ANGELINE BOULLEY 

Treated like an outsider in her hometown and on the Ojibwe reservation, a science 
geek and star hockey player who is half Native American puts her dreams on hold 
after a family tragedy. 


AMERICAN BETIYA BY ANURADHA D. RAJURKAR 

Secretly dating a boy her mother deems unsuitable, a young artist struggles with 
family boundaries, her evolving sense of identity, and the complexities of a mixed- 
heritage relationship. 
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For Grades 6-8 


ANCESTOR APPROVED 

EDITED BY CYNTHIA LEITICH SMITH 

Intersecting stories by Native American writers burst 
with hope, joy, resilience, the strength of community, 
and cultural pride. 


ALLERGIC BY MEGAN WAGNER LLOYD 

A coming-of-age graphic novel about a girl with 
severe allergies who is searching for the perfect 
pet for her. 


ALL THIRTEEN: THE INCREDIBLE CAVE RESCUE 
OF THE THAI BOYS’ SOCCER TEAM 

BY CHRISTINA SOONTORNVAT 

This award-winning nonfiction book chronicles the 
17-day rescue of a boys’ soccer team from a flooded 
cave in Thailand. 


THE MYSTERIOUS DISAPPEARANCE OF AIDAN S. 

BY DAVID LEVITHAN 

Aidan suddenly disappears, then reappears six days 
later. The story he tells is simply impossible. His 
brother wants to believe him. But how can you believe 
something when everything and everybody is telling 
you not to? 


AMARI AND THE NIGHT BROTHERS BY B. B. ALSTON 
In this exhilarating fantasy, Amari gets an invitation 
from her missing brother to join the Bureau of 
Supernatural Affairs in the fight against an 

evil magician. 


For Grades 3-5 


LOTERIA BY KARLA ARENAS VALENTI 

In this adventure based on the traditional Mexican card game, a young girl is 
transported to a mythical kingdom, where she becomes entangled in a perilous 
game of chance. 


BEN YOKOYAMA AND THE COOKIE OF DOOM BY MATTHEW SWANSON 
EKight-year-old Ben believes it when a fortune cookie says he has only one day left 
to live. What will he do before he runs out of time? 


PAWCASSO BY REMY LAI 
A funny graphic novel about the unexpected friendship between the loneliest girl 
in class and the coolest canine in town. 


SUPER PUZZLETASTIC MYSTERIES EDITED BY CHRIS GRABENSTEIN 
Put on your detective caps: Twenty mysteries by bestselling writers provide 
the clues for young sleuths to unravel the riddles. 


HISTORY SMASHERS: THE TITANIC BY KATE MESSNER 

Uncover the hidden truth behind the sinking of the Titanic, then explore 
other books in this nonfiction series that upends everything you thought 
you knew about history. 
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For Grades K-2 


ALL KETCHUP, NO MUSTARD! (NUGGET AND DOG) BY JASON THARP 
Can Nugget and Dog save the day with ketchup and kindness? Find out in this 
sweet graphic novel full of silly jokes and funny scenes. 


LAXMI’S MOOCH BY SHELLY ANAND 
A young girl becomes self-conscious when a friend points out the hair on her 
upper lip. But her parents help her accept and celebrate her appearance. 


SYDNEY & TAYLOR EXPLORE THE WHOLE WIDE WORLD 
BY JACQUELINE DAVIES 


The story of two unlikely friends, a skunk and a hedgehog, who strike out 
to discover the great unknown, despite how afraid they are of it. 


STANDING ON HER SHOULDERS BY MONICA CLARK-ROBINSON 

A vibrant love letter to the important women who shape us, from our own mothers 
and grandmothers to the groundbreakers who paved the way for girls and 

women everywhere. 


PUPPY PROBLEMS (PEANUT, BUTTER & CRACKERS) BY PAIGE BRADDOCK 
A goofy new puppy rocks the world of a high-strung dog and a snarky cat in this 
hilarious graphic novel for early readers. 
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For Ages 3-9 


OUTSIDE, INSIDE BY LEUYEN PHAM 

This beautifully illustrated picture book 
celebrates essential workers and community 
members facing the challenges of the global 
COVID-19 pandemic. 


SOMETHING’S WRONG! BY JORY JOHN 

A laugh-out-loud picture book about that 
horrible feeling that it might not be your day, 
but you know you have friends to support 
you, no matter what. 


BODIES ARE COOL BY TYLER FEDER 

This cheerful, love-your-body picture book 

is an exuberant read-aloud with bright and 
friendly illustrations to celebrate bodies of all 
shapes, sizes, ages, and colors. 


STELLA’S STELLAR HAIR 
BY YESENIA MOISES 
A young girl travels planet to planet, visiting Tyler Feder 


her aunties and looking for a hairdo for the 





Big Star Little Gala in this picture book about 
the joy of self-empowerment. 


ONE-OSAURUS, TWO-OSAURUS 

BY KIM NORMAN 

Learning numbers is a gigantic treat with 
big, bold numerals, an array of dinosaurs in 
comical poses, and a humorous twist at 

the end. 
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For Ages 0-2 


| LOVE YOU, BABY BURRITO 

BY ANGELA DOMINGUEZ 

Two parents dote on their new bebé in this 
modern classic told in both English and 
Spanish. Board book. 





MY HEART BEATS BY RINA SINGH 

Dhak dhak in Urdu, thump thump in 
English—when our hearts beat, all the 
sounds mean the same thing: you are alive 
and you are loved. This board book features 
beautiful photos of babies from around 

the world. 


CITY BABY BY LAURIE ELMQUIST 
A poetic board book about the joys of living 
in a big, bustling city. 


UP, UP, UP, DOWN! BY KIMBERLY GEE 
Illustrations and easy-to-read text follow a 
baby and father through a day filled with ups, 
downs, and plenty of fun. Available as a board 





book or picture book. 
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HEAD, SHOULDERS, KNEES, AND TOES 
BY YU-HSUAN HUANG 
Little ones learn the names of body parts 


DO 


Kimberly Gee in this interactive board book based on the 


classic children’s song. 





Shop Local 


When you shop local, you invest in your community. 
Consider nearby independent booksellers: 


BOOK BIN NORTHBROOK 
BookBinNorthbrook.indielite.org 





BARBARA’S BOOKSTORE 


BarbarasBookstores.com 





LAKE FOREST BOOK STORE 


LakeForestBookStore.com 





Note: Supply chain delays are expected to affect the 
2021 holiday book-buying season. Publishers and 
booksellers recommend shopping early. 


VERNON AREA PUBLIC LIBRARY 











300 Olde Half Day Rd. 
Lincolnshire, IL 60069 


www.VAPLD.info 


Printed on recycled paper made of 
100% post-consumer waste 


